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Belgium, so long as no other Power violated it4*
Bethman greatly regretted having made the bid for British
neutrality. Nor would he have spoken as he did, had he
known of Grey's warning to Lichnowsky *7 which reached
Berlin at 9:12 P.M.48, but which apparently had not been
deciphered or handed to the Chancellor before his conversa-
tion with Goschen.
Another step taken on July 29, probably as a result of
the conferences at Potsdam, was Jagow's despatch of a
message in a sealed envelope to the German Minister at
Brussels. It was carried by a messenger, instead of being
telegraphed in cipher, because there was no immediate
haste, and because it was not desirable to reveal even to the
Minister himself a demand on Belgium which after all it
might never be necessary to make. On opening the envel-
ope, the Minister merely found instructions to keep safely
locked up another sealed document which he would find en-
closed, but which he was to open only if subsequently in-
structed by telegram from Berlin, The inner envelope con-
tained an ultimatum to Belgium, based on a draft which
Moltke had written with his own hand on July 26, It stated
the German intention to march through Belgium, if possible
with the friendly consent of Belgium; but if Belgium offered
opposition, "Germany would be obliged, to her regret, to
regard the Kingdom as an enemy." *®
These two steps—the bid for British neutrality and the
forwarding of the sealed ultimatum to Brussels—indicate
how seriously the German authorities contemplated on the
evening of July 29 the probability of war. They show that
Bethmann had found himself forced to yield to Moltke's
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